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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to an automated guided vehicle and a
method for operating an automated guided vehicle. Upon
arriving at a destination, then the automated guided vehicle is
moved, based on a comparison of signals or data assigned to
the environment detected by at least one sensor with signals
or data which are assigned to a target position or to a target
position and orientation of the automated guided vehicle at
the destination, such that the actual position or the actual
position and orientation is the same as the target position or
target position and orientation at least within a pre-specified
tolerance.
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1
AUTOMATED GUIDED VEHICLE AND
METHOD OF OPERATING AN AUTOMATED
GUIDED VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE

This application claims the benefit of German Patent
Application No. 10 2013 211 414.4 (pending), filed Jun. 18,
2013, the disclosure of which is incorporated by reference
herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to automated guided vehicles and
methods for operating automated guided vehicles.

BACKGROUND

An automated guided vehicle (AGV) is understood to be an
automatically guided floor-bound vehicle with its own drive.
Automated guided vehicles are, for example, mobile robots.
Automated guided vehicles are configured, in particular, to
automatically approach a destination in order to stop there.

The object of the invention it to provide a method for
operating an automated guided vehicle, which enables the
automated guided vehicle to better assume the target position
or target position and orientation. A further object of the
invention is to provide a corresponding automated guided
vehicle.

SUMMARY

The object of the invention is solved by a method for
operating an automated guided vehicle comprising the fol-
lowing steps:

a) automatic movement of the automated guided vehicle from
a starting point to a destination, in particular controlled by
means of a control device of the automated guided vehicle,

b) after an automatic stopping of the automated guided
vehicle at the destination, automatic detection of the envi-
ronment at the destination using at least one sensor of the
automated guided vehicle,

¢) comparison, in particular by means of the control device of
the automated guided vehicle, of the signals or data
assigned to the environment detected by means of the at
least one sensor with signals or data, which are assigned to
a target position or target position and orientation of the
automated guided vehicle at the destination, and

d) automatic movement of the automated guided vehicle, in
particular controlled by the control device, based on the
comparison of the signals or data assigned to the environ-
ment detected by means of the at least one sensor with
signals or data, which are assigned to a target position or
target orientation of the automated guided vehicle at the
destination, such that the actual position or actual position
and orientation is the same as the target position or target
position and orientation at least within a pre-specified tol-
erance.

A further aspect of the invention relates to an automated
guided vehicle, comprising a vehicle base body, multiple
wheels mounted rotatably relative to the vehicle base body for
moving the automated guided vehicle, at least one drive
coupled to at least one of the wheels for driving the corre-
sponding wheel, a memory in which signals or data are stored,
which signals or data are assigned to a target position or a
target position and orientation of the automated guided
vehicle at a destination, and at least one sensor which is
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equipped to detect the environment at the destination in order
to obtain signals or data which are assigned to the actual
position or actual position and orientation of the automated
guided vehicle, and a control device coupled to the at least one
drive, the memory, and the at least one sensor, which control
device is equipped to control the at least one wheel such that
the automated guided vehicle implements the inventive
method.

The inventive automated guided vehicle is preferably an
omnidirectional automated guided vehicle, which can move
substantially in all directions on the driving plane. The wheel,
or the wheels, of the inventive automated guided vehicle is
accordingly preferably an omnidirectional wheel, or are
accordingly omnidirectional wheels. Omnidirectional
wheels are designated as mecanum wheels. Wheels of this
type comprise for example a rotatably mounted wheel-rim on
which multiple, unpowered rollers are mounted. The wheel-
rim can be driven using one drive.

According to a variant of the inventive automated guided
vehicle, it has at least one robotic arm, which has multiple
links arranged connected in series via joints. The robotic arm
is moved preferably by means of the control device of the
automated guided vehicle.

According to the inventive method, the automated guided
vehicle moves itself automatically from the starting point to
the destination. This takes place preferably by means of the
control device, which correspondingly controls the wheels of
the automated guided vehicle. The automatic movement of
the automated guided vehicle from the starting point to the
destination takes place for example using path planning. Path
planning as such is known in principle to the person skilled in
the art. It is implemented prior to starting the automated
guided vehicle, for example, by means of the control device of
the automated guided vehicle or by means of a central control
device. A centrally implemented path planning can be advan-
tageous, if multiple automated guided vehicles are used. The
path planning is based, for example, on a digital map of the
route between the starting point and the destination, which
map is, for example, stored in the memory. The digital map
can have been generated, for example, according to the fol-
lowing method steps prior to step a):

manual movement of the automated guided vehicle from

the starting point to the destination,

detection of the environment by means of the at least one

sensor of the automated guided vehicle in order to obtain
the digital map of the route between the starting point
and the destination during the manual movement of the
automated guided vehicle, and

storing the digital map in particular in a memory coupled

with the control device of the automated guided vehicle.

The automated guided vehicle can also be stopped during
the detection of the environment by means of the at least one
sensor.

Upon arrival at the destination, the automated guided
vehicle does not generally occupy the desired target position
or target position and orientation. In order that the automated
guided vehicle can better occupy the target location or target
position and orientation at the destination after the automated
guided vehicle has reached the destination, and stopped there,
the environment at the destination is automatically detected
using the at least one sensor. “Detecting” is understood to
mean in particular a scanning of the environment or recording
images of the environment of the destination. The signals or
data originating from the at least one sensor can be processed
and/or evaluated, for example, by means of image data pro-
cessing in particular by means of the control device.
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The at least one sensor comprises, for example, at least one
laser scanner and/or at least one camera. The at least one
sensor comprises, for example, a 2D laser scanner, a 3D laser
scanner, an RGBD camera, and/or a Time-Of-Flight (TOF)
camera. TOF cameras are 3D camera systems which measure
distances using the transit time method.
Subsequently, the signals or data assigned to the environ-
ment detected by means of the at least one sensor are com-
pared, in particular by means of the control device of the
automated guided vehicle, with signals or data, which are
assigned to the target position or target position and orienta-
tion of the automated guided vehicle at the destination. The
comparison of the signals or data can, for example, take place
via a grid-based correlative scan matching or via a norm-
based scan matching if two-dimensional image data are
present. In the case of three-dimensional data, the comparison
of the signals or data can be carried out by a so-called ICP
(Iterative Closest Point) algorithm or by so-called feature
matching.
By this means, it is possible, for example, to recognize an
incorrect positioning or incorrect positioning and orientation
of'the automated guided vehicle at the destination, and, based
onthis error, control the drive of the wheels in such a way such
that this error is at least reduced.
Inventively, the automated guided vehicle, in particular
controlled by its own control device, is subsequently moved
based on the comparison of the signals or data in such a way
that the actual position or actual position and orientation is the
same as the target position or target position and orientation at
least within a pre-specified tolerance. This can be carried out,
for example, by means of a position control or position and
orientation control.
According to an embodiment of the inventive method, the
command variable for the position control or the position and
orientation control of the target position or the target position
and orientation of the automated guided vehicle and the con-
trol variable for the position control or the position and ori-
entation control of the actual position or the actual position
and orientation of the automated guided vehicle is assigned to
the destination.
In order that the actual position or actual position and
orientation of the automated guided vehicle at the destination
lies within the pre-specified tolerance, steps b) to d) can be
repeated correspondingly often.
In order to obtain the signals or data assigned to the target
position or target position and orientation at the destination, it
can be provided according to an embodiment of the inventive
method that the following steps are implemented prior to step
a):
manual movement of the automated guided vehicle to the
destination and aligning the automated guided vehicle
such that it occupies the target position and orientation,

detecting the environment at the destination using the at
least one sensor of the automated guided vehicle in order
to obtain signals or data which are assigned to the target
position or to the target position and orientation of the
automated guided vehicle at the destination, and

storing the signals or data which are assigned to the target
position or to the target position and orientation of the
automated guided vehicle in a memory of the automated
guided vehicle, which memory is coupled to the control
device.

Based on the inventive method, it is in particular possible to
realize the positioning of the automated guided vehicle at the
destinations thereof solely by means of the data which is
available via already present sensors for navigation and col-
lision avoidance. These include 2D laser scanners, which are
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used for localizing the automated guided vehicle, or 3D sen-

sors, which are used for example for vehicle protection or

collision avoidance, among others. By this means, the
expense for the sensor system can be reduced.

According to the embodiment of the inventive method, a
position or a position and orientation can for example initially
be taught, which position or position and orientation the
automated guided vehicle should afterwards approach repeat-
edly with a relatively high accuracy. For this purpose, the
automated guided vehicle is brought to this position (desti-
nation) in order to record preferably all available sensor data
at this point. These sensor data are, for example, distance
measurements, which can be present in two dimensions or
also in three dimensions.

According to the embodiment of the inventive method, the
following steps can be implemented:

1. Positioning: For example during start-up of the automated
guided vehicle, a person places the automated guided
vehicle at the position in the space, which position should
later be precisely approached (destination).

2. Teaching: In this step, the person can now record (teach),
for example, via a specific user interface, all of the sensor
data and positioning information, which are available to
the automated guided vehicle. These data can comprise
current measurements of the at least one sensor, a localized
position in the map of the environment or a digital map,
data from sensors, such as cameras.

3. Move into position: The automated guided vehicle drives
autonomously to the learned position, for example, to the
destination, using, for example, the path planner.

4. Reference measurement: After the automated guided
vehicle has stopped, the signals or data, which were previ-
ously stored for this position during the learning step, are
compared with the signals or data that are currently avail-
able from the sensors. An offset or error can be calculated,
for example, using geometrical or mathematical calcula-
tions, from this comparison.

5. Error correction: The automated guided vehicle now auto-
matically compensates for the measured error at least
within the pre-specified tolerance. With regard to holo-
nomic drive designs, such as, for example, the omnidirec-
tional wheel, this error correction can be achieved by a
relatively highly-accurate position control or position and
orientation control.

6. Iteration step: According to the required accuracy, steps 4
and 5 can be repeated until the error calculated in step 4 can
no longer be significantly reduced or lies within a pre-
specified tolerance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

An embodiment of the invention is depicted as an example
in the schematic figures included. Shown are:

FIG. 1 a top view of an automated guided vehicle,

FIG. 2 a side view of the automated guided vehicle, and

FIG. 3 a movement of the automated guided vehicle from
FIGS. 1 and 2, and

FIG. 4 a flow chart for visualizing the operation of the
automated guided vehicle from FIGS. 1 and 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 schematically shows in a top view an automated
guided vehicle 1 and FIG. 2 shows a side view of the auto-
mated guided vehicle 1.

The automated guided vehicle 1 is preferably designed in
such a way that it can move freely in all directions. The
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automated guided vehicle 1 is in particular designed as an
onmidirectionally, moveable, automated guided vehicle 1.
The automated guided vehicle 1 can be a mobile robot, which
comprises a robotic arm 21 having multiple links 22 arranged
connected in series via joints 23. The robotic arm 21 com-
prises, in particular, a fastening device, for example, in the
form of a flange 24, to which an end-effector (not depicted in
more detail) can be fastened.

In the case of the present embodiment, the automated
guided vehicle 1 has a vehicle base body 2 and multiple
omnidirectional wheels 3, which are designated as mecanum
wheels. Wheels of this type comprise, for example, a rotat-
ably mounted wheel-rim on which multiple, unpowered roll-
ers are mounted. The wheel-rim can be driven using a drive.
In the case of the present embodiment, the wheels 3 are each
driven by an electric drive 4. The drives are preferably con-
trolled electric drives.

The automated guided vehicle 1 further has a control
device 5 arranged on the vehicle base body 2, which control
device is connected to the drives 4. As appropriate, the control
device can also control the movement of the robotic arm 21,
if it is present.

A computing program runs on the control device 5, which
program controls the drives 4 in such a way that said drives
automatically move the automated guided vehicle 1 from a
starting point 31 shown in FIG. 3, for example, along a route
32 to a destination 33.

The automated guided vehicle 1 further comprises at least
one sensor 6 arranged, for example, on the vehicle base body
2 and connected to the control device 5. The sensor or sensors
6 comprise, for example, at least one laser scanner and/or at
least one camera, and are provided to detect and/or scan the
environment 34, 35 of the automated guided vehicle 1 and/or
to generate images of the environment 34, 35 of the auto-
mated guided vehicle 1. The control device 5 is in turn
equipped for processing or evaluating the signals or data
originating from the sensors 6, for example, by means of
image data processing. The at least one sensor 6 comprises,
for example, a 2D laser scanner, a 3D laser scanner, an RGBD
camera, and/or a Time-Of-Flight (TOF) camera. TOF cam-
eras are 3D camera systems which measure distances using
the transit time method.

In the case of the present embodiment, the automated
guided vehicle 1 is designed to automatically move itself
within a specific environment from the starting point 31 to the
destination 33 in particular along the route 32. In addition, in
the case of the present embodiment, a virtual map or a digital
map of the specific environment 34, 35, in which the auto-
mated guided vehicle 1 should move itself, is stored, for
example, in the control device 5. The environment 34, 35 is,
for example, a hall. The digital map was generated, for
example, by a so-called SLAM method, for example, based
on signals or data from the sensors 6 and/or based on wheel
sensors (not depicted in more detail) assigned to the wheels 3.
The digital map is stored, for example, in a memory 7 of the
automated guided vehicle 1, which memory is coupled to the
control device 5. The digital map can also or additionally be
stored in a central control device 36.

The SLAM method is a method for simultaneous localiza-
tion and mapping generation (Simultaneous Localization and
Mapping). The automated guided vehicle 1 can generate the
digital map of its environment by means of the SLAM method
and, as appropriate, estimate its position, in addition, as
appropriate, its orientation as well, within the digital map.

For example, for the online programming, the automated
guided vehicle 1 was moved manually, for example, physi-
cally, along the route 32 to be traveled, and during the manual
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movement in particular individual positions or positions and
orientations were stored in the memory 7. This takes place,
for example, analogous to the so-called teaching of industrial
robots. The automated guided vehicle 1 can, for example, be
manually moved by means of a joystick.

The control device 5 is, for example, designed in such a
way for this case, that said control device detects the current
position, in which the automated guided vehicle 1 is located,
based on the signals or data originating from the sensors 6.

It is also possible that only the starting point 31 and desti-
nation 33 are “taught,” thus are stored, for example, by mov-
ing the automated guided vehicle 1 to the corresponding
physical starting point 31 and destination 33. The control
device 5 is then, for example, designed in such a way to
automatically generate the route 32 preferably allowing for
the handling or driving ability of the automated guided
vehicle 1. For this purpose, information about the handling or
the driving ability of the automated guided vehicle 1 can be
stored in the control device 5.

For example, for offline programming, the route 32 is
directly entered into the control device 5. This can be carried
out, for example, in that the control device 5 is connected to a
touch screen (not depicted in more detail), on which the
digital map is displayed. As a result, the route can be plotted
by correspondingly touching the touch screen in the digital
map displayed thereon. The control device 5 can, as appro-
priate, adapt the plotted route 32 allowing for the handling or
driving ability of the automated guided vehicle 1.

It is also possible that only the starting point 31 and the
destination 33 are plotted. The control device 5 is then
designed in such a way, for example, to automatically calcu-
late the route 32. The control device 5 is then designed in such
a way, for example, to automatically generate the route 32,
preferably allowing for the handling or driving ability of the
automated guided vehicle 1.

If the automated guided vehicle 1 should now travel the
route 32 then, for example, the automated guided vehicle 1 is
moved to the starting point 31. This can take place automati-
cally in that, for example, the automated guided vehicle 1
maps its environment 34 by means of the sensors 6, and the
control device 5 automatically approaches the starting posi-
tion 31, for example, based on an image data evaluation of the
signals or data originating from the sensors 6.

Subsequently, the automated guided vehicle 1 automati-
cally travels the route 32 based on a localization of'its position
in the digital map, as appropriate, also based on the signals or
data originating from the sensors 6, thus based on path plan-
ning. The path planning can also be implemented by means of
the central control device 36, wherein the result of the path
planning is transmitted in particular wirelessly to the auto-
mated guided vehicle 1.

When the automated guided vehicle 1 has arrived at the
destination 33, it stops. In general, however, it has not yet
exactly assumed its target position or target position and
orientation, at least within a pre-specified tolerance. The
automated guided vehicle 1 is depicted in FIG. 3 by dashed
lines in its actual position and orientation after it stops.

In the case of the present embodiment, a computing pro-
gram runs on the control device 5, which program automati-
cally moves the automated guided vehicle 1 after the stopping
of'the same in such a way that the automated guided vehicle
1 assumes the target position or target position and orientation
at the destination 33 at least within the pre-specified toler-
ance. This takes place through a corresponding actuation of
the drives 4 of the wheels 3. The individual steps for this
movement are summarized by means of a flow chart shown in
FIG. 4.
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As already described above, initially the automated guided
vehicle 1 is automatically moved from the starting point 31 to
the destination 33 controlled by means of'its control device 5,
in particular along the route 32 and in particular based on path
planning, step A of the flow chart.

After the automatic stopping of the automated guided
vehicle 1 at the destination 33, the at least one sensor 6
automatically detects the environment 35 at the destination
33, step B of the flow chart.

Subsequently, the signals or data assigned to the environ-
ment 35 detected by means of the at least one sensor 6 are
compared to signals or data, which are assigned to the target
position or target position and orientation of the automated
guided vehicle 1 at the destination 33 by means of the control
device 5 of the automated guided vehicle 1, step C of the flow
chart.

The comparison of the signals or data can, for example,
take place via a grid-based correlative scan matching or via a
norm-based scan matching if two-dimensional image data are
present. In the case of three-dimensional data, the comparison
of the signals or data can be carried out by a so-called ICP
(Iterative Closest Point) algorithm or by so-called feature
matching.

The signals or data, which are assigned at the destination
33 to the target position or target position and orientation of
the automated guided vehicle 1, are stored in particular in the
memory 7. The signals or data are obtained in the case of the
present embodiment in that, within the context of the pro-
gramming of the automated guided vehicle 1, the vehicle was
moved in particular manually to the destination 33, and is
subsequently aligned and in such a way that the automated
guided vehicle assumes its target position, preferably its tar-
get position and orientation.

Subsequently, the environment 35 is detected at the desti-
nation 33 by means of the at least one sensor 6 in order to
obtain the signals or data which are assigned to the target
position or to the target position and orientation of the auto-
mated guided vehicle 1 at the destination 33. The signals or
data are subsequently stored in the memory 7.

After comparison of the signals or data and/or based on this
comparison, the control device 5 automatically actuates the
drives 4 of the wheels 3 in such a way that the automated
guided vehicle 1 automatically moves in such a way that its
actual position or actual position and orientation at the desti-
nation 33 is the same as the target position or target position
and orientation at the destination 33, at least within the pre-
specified tolerance, step D of the flow chart. In order to
achieve this, a position control or position and orientation
control is preferably implemented in the control device 5, the
command variable of the position control or of the position
and orientation control being assigned to the target position or
the target position and orientation of the automated guided
vehicle 1 and the control variable of the position control or of
the position and orientation control being assigned to the
actual position or the actual position and orientation of the
automated guided vehicle 1 at the destination 33.

As appropriate, the calculating program of the control
device 5 is designed in such a way that the steps B through D
are repeated until the actual position or the actual position and
orientation is the same as the target position or the target
position and orientation of the automated guided vehicle 1 at
the destination 33 within the pre-specified tolerance.

While the present invention has been illustrated by a
description of various embodiments, and while these embodi-
ments have been described in considerable detail, it is not
intended to restrict or in any way limit the scope of the
appended claims to such detail. The various features shown
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and described herein may be used alone or in any combina-
tion. Additional advantages and modifications will readily
appear to those skilled in the art. The invention in its broader
aspects is therefore not limited to the specific details, repre-
sentative apparatus and method, and illustrative example
shown and described. Accordingly, departures may be made
from such details without departing from the spirit and scope
of the general inventive concept.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating an automated guided vehicle, the
method comprising:

(a) automatically moving an automated guided vehicle

from a starting point to a destination;

(b) automatically detecting the environment at the destina-
tion using at least one sensor of the automated guided
vehicle, after automatically stopping the automated
guided vehicle at the destination;

(c) comparing signals or data assigned to the environment
detected by the at least one sensor with signals or data
that are assigned to a target position or target position
and orientation of the automated guided vehicle at the
destination; and

(d) automatically moving the automated guided vehicle
based on the comparison of the signals or data assigned
to the environment detected by the at least one sensor
with signals or data that are assigned to a target position
or target orientation of the automated guided vehicle,
such that the actual position or actual position and ori-
entation is the same as the target position or target posi-
tion and orientation, at least within a pre-specified tol-
erance;

wherein automatically moving the automated guided
vehicle based on the comparison of the signals or data is
performed by a positioning control or a positioning and
orientation control; and

wherein a command signal for the position control or the
position and orientation control of the target position or
the target position and orientation of the automated
guided vehicle and a controlled variable for the position
control or the position and orientation control of the
actual position or the actual position and orientation of
the automated guided vehicle are assigned to the desti-
nation.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of automati-
cally moving the automated guided vehicle or automatically
comparing signals or data is performed by a control device of
the automated guided vehicle.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically moving
the automated guided vehicle from the starting point to the
destination comprises path planning based on a digital map of
the route between the starting point and the destination.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the digital map is stored
in a memory operatively coupled with the control device of
the automated guided vehicle.

5. Method of claim 3, further comprising, before step (a):

manually moving the automated guided vehicle from the
starting point to the destination;

detecting the environment with the at least one sensor in
order to obtain the digital map of the route between the
starting point and the destination during the manual
movement of the automated guided vehicle; and

storing the digital map in a memory operatively coupled
with the control device of the automated guided vehicle.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising repeating
steps (b) to (d) until the actual position or the actual position
and orientation is the same as the target position or the target
position and orientation within the pre-specified tolerance.
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7. The method of claim 1, further comprising, before step
(a)
manually moving the automated guided vehicle to the des-
tination and aligning the automated guided vehicle such
that it occupies the target position and orientation;

detecting the environment at the destination using at least
the sensor of the automated guided vehicle in order to
obtain signals or data that are assigned to the target
position or to the target position and orientation of the
automated guided vehicle at the destination; and

storing the signals or data that are assigned to the target
position or to the target position and orientation of the
automated guided vehicle in a memory coupled with the
control device of the automated guided vehicle.

8. An automated guided vehicle, comprising:
a vehicle base body;

a plurality of wheels rotatably mounted to the vehicle base
body for moving the automated guided vehicle;

at least one drive coupled with at least one of the wheels for
driving the corresponding wheel;
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a memory in which signals or data are stored, the signals or
data assigned to a target position or a target position and
orientation of the automated guided vehicle at a desti-
nation; and

at least one sensor equipped to detect the environment at
the destination in order to obtain signals or data that are
assigned to the target position or target position and
orientation of the automated guided vehicle; and

a control device operatively coupled with the at least one
drive, the memory, and the at least one sensor, the control
device is configured to control the at least one drive in
such a way that the automated guided vehicle imple-
ments the method of claim 1.

9. The automated guided vehicle of claim 8, wherein the at
least one sensor comprises at least one laser scanner and/or at
least one camera.

10. The automated guided vehicle of claim 8, wherein the
at least one wheel is an omnidirectional wheel.

11. The automated guided vehicle of claim 8, further com-
prising a robotic arm operatively coupled with the vehicle
base body and having a plurality of links connected in series
via joints.



